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Digest of last Councillors' Forum meeting
	Title:


	Councillors' Forum

	Date:


	Thursday 22 October 2020

	Venue:
	Via Zoom

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note
	Item
	Decisions and actions
	


	1
	Chairman’s Welcome

The chairman welcomed members to the first Councillors’ Forum of 2020/21.


	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2 
	LGA Review of the Model Councillor Code of Conduct

Abigail Gallop gave a presentation on the progress of the review of the Model Councillor Code of Conduct and gave a timeline of when the review would be completed.

Cllr Izzi Seccombe OBE highlighted how this kind of policy would make politics a level playing field for all councillors, allowing them all to take part in the democratic process. Parish Councils need to be brought into scope of a policy like this, they do important work and are often close to local issues. Social media has changed how councillors engage with residents and a better line between freedom of speech and appropriate engagement needs to be found.

Cllr Ruth Dombey OBE stated that a policy like the model councillor code of conduct needs to define how we can disagree, agreeably. When Councils run controversial projects, members need to be defended from unacceptable comments and celebrate what is welcomed criticism. This environment is making it harder to find diverse candidates for elections.

Cllr Marianne Overton MBE reported on how pleased they are at the hard work the LGA has put into this process. The Model Councillor Code of Conduct is very important, and this feels like a campaign a lot of member councils will sign up to. Work like this will make a difference to councillors across local government.

Jane Ramsey, Committee on Standards in Public Life, informed members on the work of the committee has done to ensure that a code of conduct policy is of the highest standard and to ensure that the public have faith in local government office holders. It is a grave concern that potential candidates have been put off standing and current members not to re-stand.

Jane Ramsey welcomed the leadership the LGA has shown on this policy will be positively felt for generations of councillors. This draft code considers modern issues not addressed by previous policies and allows for local authorities to take ownership of their own local issues and to support their members.

Members made the following comments

· When a member is acting in a personal capacity is often used as a barrier not to hold members to account. Better guidance is needed for social media for members and leadership needs to be shown from political groups

· Member behaviour in virtual meetings needs to be addressed in the policy

· Members and residents need to have confidence in the system and the LGA must ensure that standards are the same across all local government. The depth of investigation needs to be higher for monitoring officers.

· Councillor personal addresses needs to be highlighted as a safety concern that members have. The law needs bringing in line with parliamentary candidates

· Councillors are often not seen as employees and councils will state that they have no duty of care of members, who will raise safety concerns.

· Members need to be realistic on social media, they should already have a good behavioural standard when engaging with residents. This works both ways, and members should expect that same level of support that other politicians get. This has affected not just members, but also their families and groups.

The Panel Responded

· The code needs to be accessible but also give the best detailed guidance for councils. The policy tries to provide consistency for all local councils to provide adequate guidance 

· The code applies to all kinds of meetings, including a virtual council meeting

· Monitoring officers have decreasing levels of capacity when it comes to investigating complaints and clearly more resources are needed.

· The new code has brought clarity to the private and personal role of a councillor, which considers when a member is using their position. But there also needs to be new legislation to support this. The LGA has social media guidance that councils can adopt

· Sanctions are needed to ensure that the policy is taken seriously but support is needed for councillors going through this process.

· Lower tier councils will be embraced into future codes of conduct and treated as equals in line with other public office holders.

· Public intimidation is a growing concern within the LGA, and more work needs to be done.

Decision 

Members noted the presentation and agreed the current direction of the Model Councillor Code of Conduct.
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	3 
	Chairman's Update

The Chairman presented the update, highlighting key funding work that the LGA has taken part in.

Decision 

Members noted the updated.
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	4 
	LGA Board Chair Reports

The Chairman asked members were asked to note the reports and send any questions to the relevant board chairs.

Decision 

Members noted the reports.
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<AI15>

	5 
	Digest of the last meeting held on Thursday 16 July 2020

Members agreed the digest from Thursday 16 July 2020
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<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Chairman
	 Cllr James Jamieson
	Central Bedfordshire Council


	Vice-Chairman
	 Cllr Izzi Seccombe OBE
	Warwickshire County Council

	Vice-Chair
	Cllr Marianne Overton MBE
	Lincolnshire County Council


	
	 
	


	Members
	 Cllr Robert Alden
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr John Fuller OBE
	South Norfolk District Council

	
	Cllr Philip Atkins OBE
	Staffordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Marc Bayliss
	Worcester City Council

	
	Cllr Kevin Bentley
	Essex County Council

	
	Cllr Paul Bettison OBE
	Bracknell Forest Borough Council

	
	Cllr Morris Bright MBE
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	
	Cllr Abi Brown
	Stoke-on-Trent City Council

	
	Cllr Nick Chard
	Kent County Council

	
	Cllr Janet Clowes
	Cheshire East Council

	
	Cllr Steve Count
	Cambridgeshire County Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Day
	Warwick District Council

	
	Cllr Geoff Driver CBE
	Lancashire County Council

	
	Cllr Peter Fleming OBE
	Sevenoaks District Council

	
	Cllr Peter Golds CBE
	Tower Hamlets Council

	
	Cllr John Hart
	Devon County Council

	
	Cllr Mark Hawthorne MBE
	Gloucestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Teresa Heritage
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Ian Hudspeth
	Oxfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Rory Love OBE
	Kent County Council

	
	Cllr Paul Middlebrough
	Worcestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Colin Noble
	Suffolk County Council

	
	Cllr William Nunn
	Breckland Council

	
	Cllr Tim Oliver
	Surrey County Council

	
	Cllr John Pennington
	Bradford Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Roger Phillips
	Herefordshire Council

	
	Lord Gary Porter CBE
	South Holland District Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Proctor
	Norfolk County Council

	
	Cllr David Renard
	Swindon Borough Council

	
	Cllr John Riley
	Hillingdon London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Linda Robinson
	Wychavon District Council

	
	Cllr Nicholas Rushton
	Leicestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Glen Sanderson JP
	Northumberland Council

	
	Cllr Michael Wilcox
	Lichfield District Council

	
	Cllr Katrina Wood
	Buckinghamshire County Council

	
	Cllr Nick Forbes CBE
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

	
	Cllr Tom Beattie
	Corby Borough Council

	
	Cllr Judi Billing MBE
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Judith Blake CBE
	Leeds City Council

	
	Cllr Anntoinette Bramble
	Hackney London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Clare Coghill
	Waltham Forest London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Doina Cornell
	Stroud District Council

	
	Cllr Amy Cross
	Blackpool Council

	
	Cllr James Dawson
	Erewash Borough Council

	
	Cllr Tudor Evans OBE
	Plymouth City Council

	
	Cllr Louise Gittins
	Cheshire West and Chester Council

	
	Cllr Georgia Gould
	Camden Council

	
	Cllr Kate Haigh
	Gloucester City Council

	
	Cllr Paulette Hamilton
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Richard Henry
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe
	Bradford Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Simon Henig CBE
	Durham County Council

	
	Cllr Helen Holland
	Bristol City Council

	
	Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
	Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Anthony Hunt
	Torfaen County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Farah Hussain
	Redbridge London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Brigid Jones
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Naushabah Khan
	Medway Council

	
	Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council

	
	Cllr Iain Malcolm
	South Tyneside Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr John Merry CBE
	Salford City Council

	
	Cllr Dhanisha Patel
	Bridgend County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Michael Payne
	Gedling Borough Council

	
	Cllr Oliver Ryan
	Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Timothy Swift MBE
	Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Shama Tatler
	Brent Council

	
	Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Cllr Leigh Redman
	Somerset County Council

	
	Cllr Darren Rodwell
	Barking and Dagenham London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Alan Rhodes
	Nottinghamshire County Council

	
	Cllr Richard Watts
	Islington Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Western
	Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Alan Connett
	Devon County Council

	
	Cllr Mark Cory
	Colchester Borough Council

	
	Cllr Ruth Dombey OBE
	Sutton London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Liz Green
	Kingston upon Thames Royal Borough Council

	
	Cllr Richard Kemp CBE
	Liverpool City Council

	
	Cllr Heather Kidd
	Shropshire Council

	
	Cllr Adele Morris
	Southwark Council

	
	Cllr Bridget Smith
	South Cambridgeshire District Council

	
	Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE
	Portsmouth City Council

	
	Cllr Chris White
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Sue Baxter
	Bromsgrove District Council

	
	Cllr Wayne Davies
	Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council

	
	Cllr Rosemarie Harris
	Powys County Council

	
	Cllr Phelim MacCafferty
	Brighton & Hove City Council

	
	Cllr Colin Mann
	Caerphilly County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sarah Rouse
	Malvern Hills District Council

	
	Cllr Carolyn Rule
	Cornwall Council

	
	Cllr Helen-Ann Smith
	Ashfield District Council

	
	Cllr Clive Woodbridge
	Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

	
	Cllr Paul Woodhead
	Cannock Chase District Council


	Apologies
	 Cllr Teresa O'Neill OBE
	Bexley Council

	
	Cllr Howard Sykes MBE
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council
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